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Glioblastomas remain a conundrum in neuro-oncology, and the perception of a
given generation of physicians and clinician scientists has somehow always been
that progress is tedious, if visible at all. Looking beyond generations, however, it
is clear that progress in understanding the molecular genesis of these tumors,
their genetics and epigenetics, and also their clinical therapy is being made. Over
the years, the prognosis of these tumors has been slowly improving as therapies
are becoming more complex. Gone are the days in which the basic tenets of ther-
apy were surgery by the youngest and the least experienced neurosurgeons, with-
out early imaging to assess resection rates, followed by simple radiotherapy.
Current surgical strategies are complex, encompassing complex intraoperative
imaging combined with sophisticated mapping and monitoring, striving for maxi-
mal resections while maintaining function and quality of life. These are standard
in specialized centers. State-of-the art surgery is followed by molecular classifica-
tion of tumors and multidisciplinary decisions regarding chemotherapy and
radiotherapy. Second and third operations are not uncommon, as are second
courses of radiotherapy and varying, individualized chemotherapy regimens.
Patients can now participate in a large number of clinical trials. Thus, even though
glioblastoma remains a devastating tumor, the knowledge about this disease is
rapidly expanding.

This book, edited by Steven De Vleeschouwer, MD, PhD, is a timely, unique,
and exhaustive compilation of preclinical and clinical knowledge and concepts
regarding glioblastomas. It clearly goes beyond a simple guide for the clinical
neuro-oncologist, as it also targets basic and clinician scientists devoted to the
expanding field of neuro-oncology. This book covers genetics; epigenetics; stem
cells; experimental methods; epidemiology; imaging; clinical surgical, radio-
oncological, and oncological management; and provides an exciting outlook at
future concepts and treatment approaches.

I strongly recommend this book to anybody active in the field of neuro-
oncology, preclinically, clinically, or both.
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